Lack of effect of rifampin on the antibody response to a viral antigen in patients with tuberculosis.
Twenty-three volunteer patients with pulmonary tuberculosis were studied for the effect of rifampin on humoral immunity. The patients were matched for age and body weight with other patients not on rifampin treatment. Antibodies to influenza virus were measured 18 days after immunization. At the clinical doses used and for the periods of treatment between 3 and 8 months no difference in humoral immune response was observed between patients treated with rifampin and the control subjects. All but one treated patient showed an increase of antibody titers after vaccination.